
 

 

Mario Ruoppolo, a poor man without a job, suddenly applies for a vacant position that will pay almost noth-

ing, but by becoming a letter carrier he gets the chance of meeting a man (Pablo Neruda, a Chilean poet) 

that will make a deep impression on him and who will change his life completely.  He is the most famous 

person ever to set foot on the island. Mario is in charge for bringing Pablo his packages and mail and easy 

friendship develops between them. In trying to imitate his poet friend, Mario awakens to all the beauty 

around him and discovers love with the gorgeous local girl, Beatrice Russo. The film’s mood changes right 

after Pablo and his wife receive assurances they can go back to their native land.  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                      

L’Eclisse (The Eclipse) directed by Michelangelo Antonioni, 1962  

At dawn on July 10, 1961 a young literary translator, Vittoria (Monica Vitti) breaks off her affair with a 

writer and begins a summer romance with Piero (Alain Delon), an energetic young stockbroker. They are 

unable to form a steady relationship and shortly before sunset at 20:00, September 10, 1961 they            

seemingly fail to meet as agreed on the corner of Viale del Ciclismo and Viale della Tecnica by the      

construction site of a new apartment building in the Esposizione Universale Roma (EUR), a modern suburban                    

neighborhood south of Rome where Vittoria lives.  

 

This film focuses on an enigmatic Italian psychological thriller that explores the problem of human trafficking 

and violence against women. Irena played by Kseniya Rappoport, a Ukranian prostitute on the run, is  

determined to find a job in an elegant apartment building in northern Italy, and eventually is hired as 

nanny for a child named Thea (Clara Dossena), who lives in the elegant apartment building. Through 

flashbacks, viewers learn that Irena has been physically and emotionally abused, and forced to bear nine 

children, all taken away at birth to be sold to adoptive families and sets out to find her youngest child, 

whom she believes is Thea.  
 

Professor Patrizia La Trecchia                                          

Dr. La Trecchia joined the faculty at USF 

with a Ph.D. from the University of    

Pennsylvania. She teaches               

interdisciplinary courses in 20th  Century 

Italian culture, society, and film. Her 

research interests include Italian and 

European film, globalization, popular 

culture, the Southern question, and the 

Italian American Diaspora.  

Professor Phillip Sipiora                                                                                                 

Dr. Sipiora teaches literature and film at 

USF, having received his Ph.D. from the 

University of Texas at Austin in 1985. He 

is the author or editor of three books, 

approximately three dozen scholarly 

articles, and has lectured nationally and 

internationally on literature and film, 

including a lecture each May at the  

University of Rome, La Sapienza      

College. He directs the USF Summer 

Program in Italy and writes a bi-monthly 

column for LõUnione Italiana.  

Instructor James Ricci                    

Mr. James Ricci is a second year Ph.D 

student at USF. He is currently a Gradu-

ate Teaching Assistant for Popular Culture 

and the Arts, as well as a Writing Center 

associate. His primary areas of study are 

contemporary American Literature and 

Film studies. His areas of research include 

the process of textual adaptation of no-

vals to cinema as well as the culture and 

social progression of early American Inde-

pendent Film.  
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Intermission between Discussions & Films - Refreshments available in Lobby.  

12:30 PM 
Saturday, March 28                                                                                                                                                                                            

LõUnione Italiana                                                                                                                                                                       

1731 East Seventh Ave, Ybor City    

Saturday, March 28                                                                                                                                                                                            

LõUnione Italiana                                                                                                                                                                       

1731 East Seventh Ave, Ybor City    
7:30 PM 

Friday, March 27                                                                                                                                                                                            

LõUnione Italiana                                                                                                                                                                       

1731 East Seventh Ave, Ybor City    

7:30 PM 

2009 CINEMA ITALIANO                                

La Sconoscuita (The Unknown Woman) directed by Giuseppe Tornatore, 2006  

Il Postino (The Postman) directed by Michael Radford, 2004 


